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Courage 


Aching feet, dripping sweat, baking in the August sun; 

my memories of being a lifeguard at the waterpark are not

 fond. Pacing the edge of the lazy river, I had to remain extremely 
attentive. Truthfully, I was more on-guard for my boss. He would 
toss a plastic babydoll into the water for us to “rescue,” which 
usually just made us overlook the swimmers that could actually 
be in danger. It felt as though we were always being tested. As 

early as day three of my new job, I missed seeing the babydoll 

bobbing beneath the feet of the passing swimmers. This meant, 

if it happened one more time, I would fired. You can imagine the 
anxiety. I became fixated on being the perfect lifeguard. I 
obsessed over getting a perfect score on all the countless 
routine written and swimming tests. I held the safety manual 
close to my chest, which was thicker than any textbook I’ve seen. 

In about a month, I nearly had the entire manual memorized. 

No one was more mentally prepared for a rescue than me! 


No amount of readiness could prepare me for June 30, 2014. All my skills, everything I had learned, 
came down to two minutes of giving CPR. This wasn’t a test or a drill, this was the real thing. My chest 
compressions broke a few ribs, but I saved someone’s life. I like to think that all my training helped play 
into the adrenaline of that moment, but honesty, not a thing from the safety manual consciously went

through my head. Although I had studied relentlessly, the CPR I gave was sloppy. My hands were out 
of place, I forgot the breathe/compression ratio, and I even forgot to call for help before I began. 
Despite my many mistakes, the Holy Spirit intervened, and a life was saved.  


Church, we are as ready as we’ll ever be! Not to take anything away from any of our wonderful Bible 
study opportunities, or the hopefully thought provoking sermons, but we’ve learned enough. By now, I 
think we we get it. It’s time to start saving lives. No, I do not mean souls, God’s got that covered. I 
mean lives. We have to believe that our Gospel message of radical love and unending hope can indeed 
save lives. We gather as a church to be Christ in the word, so that “all may have life, and have life 
abundantly” (John 10:10). To know Christ, to know Christ died and rose again, changes everything 
about how we live and breath. It’s no longer enough to talk about it amongst ourselves. It’s time we 
share it with the world! 


The truth is, I could have studied that safety manual for years, and I still wouldn’t be adequately 
prepared to flawlessly preform a rescue mission. As a church, we are going to crack a few ribs. I 
certainly am going to make a few mistakes, but what’s important is that we have the Holy Spirit on our 
side. Having the courage to risk failure, is worth the potential of saving a life. Our faith is less about 
knowledge of the Bible, less about having an ironclad theology, more about living-out what we know to 
be true about God in our heart. Now that we’ve studied, let’s see how the Holy Spirit will use us in the 
field. Together, let’s be bold. Let’s jump into the water and go out into the world. Wearing Christ on our 
sleeve, may we proclaim God’s love for all people everywhere we go. God will save. God will use us as 
her instruments of peace, hope, justice, and love.  


Hittin’ the beaches, 


Pastor Lucas McSurley 




Messiah Message  
At a Glance  

New Member Gathering - 11am, Aug. 25 
Brunch Bunch - 11am, Sept. 4 

Rally Day - 9am, Sept. 8 
God’s Work, Our Hands - Sept. 8 

MOPS begins - Sept. 9 
Experience Biblical Sites, 11am, Sept. 15 

Men’s Bible Study - 8am, Sept. 21  
MOPS ‘n Chops - 6pm, Sept. 21 

Community Volleyball Game - 11am, Sept. 22 
Pet Blessing - 6:30pm, Oct. 9 

Serving at Akron Food Bank - 8am, Oct. 12 
Reformation/New Member Sunday - Oct. 27 

Trunk or Treat - 6:30pm, Oct. 30 
Generosity learning series - Oct. 13 - Nov. 10 

Bingo Fundraiser - 11am, Nov. 17 
Christmas Choral & Concert -  6pm, Dec. 21 

Reoccurring Ministries: (subject to change) 

Sunday, Worship - 10am                     Sunday, Choir - 9am                        Sunday, Learning Hour - 9am  
Sunday, AA - 4&6pm                   Monday, Warm-up Portage Lakes - 10am.              2nd & 4th Monday, MOPS - 9:30am

Tuesday, Bible Study - 10am      Tuesday, Children of Alcoholics - 7pm                                    Tuesday, Boy Scouts - 10am 
2nd Tuesday, Council - 7pm          2nd & 4th Wednesday, Not by Choice - 11am         Wednesday, Morning Service (GGN) - 8am    
Thursday, Steps Beyond - 6pm          Thursday, Doxa Rehearsal - 7pm.First & Third                 Thursday, Venturing Crew - 7pm  
Friday, Property Maintenance - 9am.    Third Saturday, Men’s Bible Study - 8am  



MOPS Ministry 


MOPS is just around the corner! Mothers of 
Preschoolers is accepting registrations now. 
Moms can go to www.mops.org and use the 
quick registration code OPR9 to find our 
group at Messiah. Our meeting dates will be 
the 2nd and 4th Mondays each month 
through the school calendar year. Our first 
meeting will be Monday September 9 from 
9:30-11:30am in the Family Life Center. This 
years theme is To The Full John 10:10, “I 
have come that they may have life, and have 
it To The Full.”


If you are interested in leadership, 
volunteering opportunities, or are simply 
curious about this new ministry please ask 
about joining the team. You can contact 
Jennifer Altrichter at 330-818-1041 for more 
information.

Over 200 moms are seeking 
a MOPS group 

 in our area!  

Meeting Dates 
September 9 & 23 	 	 January 6


October 7 & 21	 	 February 3


November 4 & 18	 	 March 9


December 9	 	 	 April 6 & 20 


May 4 & 18


The Impact of MOPS  

A Welcoming Place for Moms to Meet Jesus
- A gathering place for every mom, from 
  every background. 
- Offers moms a much-needed break to 
  catch her breath and remind her who she 
  is.

Connects Young Families to our Church 
- Provides encouragement, community 
  sand support specifically for new moms.
- Promotes participation in the local church 
  community.

Encouragement and Hope Shared in our 
Neighborhood

- Positions the church to invite moms who 
  are looking for the type of connection that 
  MOPS provides.  
- Allows moms to become the best version 
  of themselves, for their families and the 
  people in their communities.  

The Benefits of MOPS
Proven Growth Tool

- Enables a genuine and engaging first-
  time church experience.
- Fosters an intentional environment for 
  moms to connect with one another.

Volunteer Led Ministry 
- Provides tools, training and coaching to 
  equip volunteers to lead a MOPS group 
  with confidence. 
- Eliminates the stress of meeting 
  coordination, simply requiring access to 
  church meeting space.

In-Depth Evangelism Training
- Access to mom, leader, children’s 
  curriculum, all based on biblical truth and 
  the story of Jesus.
- Teaches simple, relational-based tactics 
  for communicating the love of Christ.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttp://www.mops.org%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;ust%3D1559070758771000&sa=D&ust=1559070758776000&usg=AFQjCNFPlQpR4mGRu4g9WWGAlq2JbwZVDw
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttp://www.mops.org%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;ust%3D1559070758771000&sa=D&ust=1559070758776000&usg=AFQjCNFPlQpR4mGRu4g9WWGAlq2JbwZVDw


Biblical 
Violence: 
Uncovering 
the Old 
Testament 
in a New 
Age.     

Did you know that our Bible contains more 
violence than the Quran? Pastor Lucas will lead 
us through the unsettling stories of the Old 
Testament as we wrestle with the lessons we can 
glean from them today. Join us, Tuesdays at 
10am through September. Unable to meet in 
person? checkout the podcast on our website: 
messiahlutheran.cc  

New Member Sunday  
What better time to welcome new-comers into 
our family of faith than Reformation Sunday, on 
October 27. Hoping to make it a tradition to 
gather those who have been visiting and 
celebrate them in worship. If you would like to be 
on our Evangelism team, let the office know. At 
Messiah, we are ever-striving to make folks feel 
welcome in our space. This effort makes a lot of 
intentionality and effort, but together, Messiah 
can be a place that lovingly embraces all people. 


Rally Day 
 

Join us for a fun morning of togetherness on 
Sept 8 at 9am. We’ll enjoy breakfast and 
fellowship as our regular ministries pick-up 
for the year. Our choir will briefly meet to 
distribute music. We will also share 
information about all the various learning 
opportunities at Messiah. You’re invited to 
bring a breakfast dish to share. See you 
there! 

Brunch Bunch 


The women of Messiah are getting together on 
Wednesday, September 4 at 11am. We’ll meet 
at Bob Evans, 855 Arlington Ridge E, Akron. We 
will decide then if the first Wednesday of the 
month works best for everyone to meet 
regularly. All are welcome to join us!

God’s Work, Our Hands 
Join us after worship on September 8 as we enjoy 
Cookie Sunday and put care packages together 
for visitors, walk-ins, and Lutheran World Relief. 
We are collecting non-perishable food items, 
hygiene products, and small dollar gift cards. 

  Sunday Learning 
Schedule 

  9am - Adult Sunday School (Social Hall)  

	     > Including High School students 


  9am - Choir Rehearsal 


  9am - Confirmation (FLC)

	    > 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students

 

  9am - Children’s Sunday School (FLC)

	    > 5th grade students and below


  11am - Inter-generational Learning Series 

	    > Quarterly (FLC) 

Mission Statement 


Messiah has generated our top seven possible 
mission statements. Vote for your favorite in 
the Church narthex.  


“Live faithfully, love relentlessly, serve boldly”


“One family, one God, one world to heal”


“Striving to love like Jesus in the world” 


“Striving to be Christ’s home away from home”


“Love God, love people, serve others”


“Gathered in Christ, sent to love”   


“Living, loving, and serving through Christ” 


http://messiahlutheran.cc
http://messiahlutheran.cc


Lutheran World Relief 


Join us in caring for the world! Messiah will be 
collecting health items for people in need round 
the globe until Sunday, September 29. Questions 
can be directed to Joan Robbins or Beth Haas. 


Below are the specific items we’re searching for: 


     - Lightweight, dark colored, bath size towels 

       (20” x 40” to 52”x 27”)  


     - Any brand, in original wrapping, bath size 

       bars of soap (4 to 5oz.)


     - Combs (no picks or fine-toothed combs)


     - Metal nail clipper (file attached) 

Youth Policy 
With MOPS just around the corner, Messiah 
leadership has been hard at work putting 
together an official Youth Policy. The parent 
of every child associated with Messiah will 
be asked to sign our policy yearly. If you 
would like to see a copy, the church office is 
happy to provide you one. Also, Messiah 
takes volunteer screenings and background 
checks very seriously. Please see Cristy 
Ludrowski for more information.      

Community Volleyball Game 


Come play or cheer Messiah on as we have 
some fun with a community game of Volleyball. 
We’ll hit the court on after worship on Sunday, 
September 22. 

Bingo Fundraiser  


Messiah’s Youth plans to hit the road! In 
2020, we’re planning to attend the life-
changing three day Christian festival, 
“Alive.” In 2021, we’ll head to Minneapolis 
for the ELCA’s National Youth Gathering. 
We need your help getting there. What 
better way to raise the funds than with a 
fun community game of bingo! Join us after 
worship on November 17.  

AMCE Cash Back 


It’s easy! Help Messiah earn 5% cash back 
on all Acme store Fresh Market brands. Buy 
from the brands shown below and bring your 
receipt with you to church. All receipts need 
turned in by February 7, 2020. Questions 
can be directed to Judy Vleck.  

Akron Food Bank 


Join us for another morning of helping to 
combat hunger by serving at the Akron Food 
Bank on Saturday, October 12 from 
8:30am-11pm. 

Wine Tasting 
Be on the lookout for the day and time of our  
Fall Wine Tasting event! This is one of 
Messiah’s signature fellowship events and is 
always a great time!   

Experience Biblical Sites 


Join us after worship on September 15. Dody 
Anenson will lead us in a captivating telling of 
her journey to the Holy Land. Scripture can be 
so much more eye-opening when we grasp a 
sense of the physical landscape and hear about 
the modern geopolitical climate. 



Planning Ahead  
Recently, Pastor Lucas has been in 
conversation with a local Estate Planning 
Attorney, Rachel Dodds. Things like writing a 
will, setting up a power of attorney, and getting 
financially stable can bring a lot of anxiety. The 
best thing we can do is be prepared, no matter 
where we are in life. If you share in this anxiety 
or feel lost in this process, please let pastor 
know and he will get you connected. Some 
basic info is available in the narthex. If enough 
interest is generated, we’ll set a time for an 
attorney to speak with a larger group. Being a 
part of a family like Messiah means you don’t 
have to go through the difficulties of life alone.  

FLC Visioning Board  
Imagination is often the biggest roadblocks for 
any congregation. Imagine a Family Life Center 
that is rented daily, where the cross pollination 
of renters and the Messiah family is vibrant, 
where everyone in the community knows 
Messiah by our outreach and generosity. If this 
vision gets you excited, consider serving on our 
FLC Visioning Board. Last year, it was a proud 
moment when Messiah paid off the FLC. Let’s 
keep that momentum rolling as we dream 
about its utilization together. This board is

already hard at work creating new policies and

setting new rates. Don’t hesitate to ask for 
more information. Rates and polices are 
available in the narthex and will be made more 
public soon. 

Women of Courage is theme for the 2019 18th 
Biennial Convention of the Northeastern Ohio 
Synodical Women’s Organization. The 
gathering will be October 4-5 at the Holiday 
Inn, Fairlawn. You can notify the Church Office 
for more information.      

Mops & Chops


Breakout your recipe book! On Saturday, 
September 21, from 6pm-8pm, Messiah will have 
a fundraising event for our new MOPS ministry. 
Bring your favorite recipes and an appetite! More 
details to come. 

Beast Blessing 
Bring you precious pet on Wednesday, October 
9 at 6:30pm. In honor of St. Francis,  we’ll have 
a light snack and bless the many pets of every 
kind outside by our memorial garden.  


Automated Voice Messages 


Recently, Messiah began sharing phones 
calls that contain event cancellations, 
weekly announcements, prayer requests, 
and death notifications. If you’re not getting 
these calls, and would like, please notify the 
Church office. 

Trunk or Treat 


Breakout the cider and bring on the candy! 
Decorate your trunk and join us on 
Wednesday, October 30 from 6:30pm-8pm. 
We’ll have games, costume contests, and 
pass out candy to the community! 

Christmas Choral & Concert 
Save the date. On December 21 at 6pm, 
Messiah will put on a musical experience to 
remember! Invite your friends and family 
while our choir performs and special guest  
musicians plays world class holiday music.  

Fifth Sunday Freestyle 


Every fifth Sunday during worship, we will 
toss aside the liturgy and try something 
spontaneous and fun. While always sharing 
the Gospel, and revealing Christ, you never 
know what to expect. Join us for worship on 
September 29. 



Men’s Bible Study 


The men of Messiah will gather on Saturday 
Sept. 21 from 8am-9:30am in the FLC. We’ll 
enjoy breakfast and fellowship with an 
engaging discussion surrounding our new book 
“Culture Shock”. Our theme for the next few 
months will be: Bringing light, not heat, to 
divisive issues. Together, we’ll wrestle with the 
complex topics of abortion, sexuality, politics, 
creation care, and much more. Because we are 
just beginning a new book, now is the perfect 
time to join in and grow with us if you haven’t 
before!  All are always welcome, and you’re 
encouraged to bring a friend along with you! 

Garden Ministry 
Do you have skills and experience with 
gardening? Messiah could use your insight 
and helping hand. We are looking to put a 
garden on our property to provide all God’s 
people with fresh produce. Keep watch for 
our first planning meeting!  

Mobile Ministry 
Has driving ever prevented you from attending 
worship or a church event? We have a number 
of people that would be more than happy to 
give you a ride. Odds are, someone’s passing 
your house to get here. If you would benefit 
from this kind of shuttle ministry, please let 
pastor know and he will coordinate a ride for 
you. There is no greater feeling than helping a 
neighbor, especially on your way to church.  

New Road Sign 

In memory of Dick Farkas, a few generous 
givers are installing a new road sign out-
front. Take a look at the awesome design! 
We’re shooting to have it up and running in 
September.  

Coffee Collection 
Messiah continues to take coffee donations for 
Haven of Rest. There is a bin under the resource 
table in narthex to place your donated coffee.  

Roof & Parking Lot 
Repairs   
Our leadership has been working hard 
lining up repair companies to come and 
work on our needed projects. Soon, we 
plan to repair both the roof and the 
parking lot. The combined total of these 
two projects adds up to around $14,500, 
to be taken from our Facility Maintenance 
budget ($6,500 for roof and $8,000 for 
parking lot). An upcoming Capital 
Campaign will be used for a new roof and 
new parking lot. Our goal is to have these 
projects complete with the next month. 



New Website!  
Have a look at our new website! Go to 
messiahlutheran.cc It’s still a work in 
progress, but it looks fresh and new, which 
is so exciting! The potential for ministry via 
the website is endless. Soon, our website 
will be your one-stop-shop to get the 
information you need for life together. This 
will become an abundant source of 
information for new-comers. Whenever you 
are at a church event, be sure to take lots of 
pictures so that we can put them online. 

Green Good Neighbors 
When we work together to do God’s work, 
more of God’s children are served. You can 
serve Green Good Neighbors Wednesday 
mornings from 8am-noon at Greensburg 
United Methodist. There is always an 
abundance to be sorted and plenty of new 
friends to meet. In the hallway leading to the 
Social Hall, Messiah has a bin where we collect 
lightly used, in-season, and folded clothing in 
trash bags. Together, we can make a difference 
in our community!

Social Media 


Be sure to “like” Messiah Lutheran Church 
on Facebook. And if you like something, 
“share” it because that’s how more people 
will see our page. Also, follow us on Twitter 
and Instagram. 


GENEROSITY 

Live generously! A central aspect for what it means to live-out our Christian faith, 
aligned with the teaching of Jesus, involves a radical understanding of generosity. 
Did you know that money is one of Jesus’ most talked about topics in the Bible? 
How we talk about money often shapes how we think about God. There is also so 
much more involved in our call to live generously than finances. While worshipping 
a God of abundance, giving is meant to be a joyful and life-giving experience. Too 
often in the Church we use words like stewardship, duty, and responsibility, which 
typically have guilt and insecurity trailing close behind them. Together, let’s reframe 
our thinking and experience God to the fullest!   

Fall Learning Series 

Sundays, October 13 - November 10


Time: 11am-12pm 

Office Hours 
Mon, Tues, Weds, from 8am-1pm. As always, 
Pastor Lucas is available by appointment anytime.   

Amazon Smile 
Did you know that when you use Amazon Smile, 
5% of your purchase goes to the charity of your 
choosing? Check it out next time you shop online!  

http://messiahlutheran.cc
http://messiahlutheran.cc


Birthdays 
 

September 

1	 Christina Ward   

2	 Jackie Cincurak 

4	 Hanna Whitesel 

5	 Mark Kochheiser

	 Hillary Martter

8	 Bailey Choma 

	 Mellissa Reed

9	 Brad McGarvey 

	 James Emerson 

	 Andrew Zager 

12	 Sandra Freund 

13	 Susan O’Neal 

14	 Mary Chrien 

	 Elisabeth Jackson 

18	 Caitlyn Conley 

	 Ashlee Schrader 

21	 Sherri Roberts 

22	 Daniel Hentosz

23	 Cindy Hughes 

	 Jacob Robbins

	 Jayme Hancock

25	 Lance Johnson 

28	 Doug Hicks 

29	 Ken Schrader 

30	 David Jackson  


Anniversaries 
September 

9	 Bill & Althea Verble 

12	 Don & Jackie Cincurak 

	 Bob & Tammy Schrader

14	 Jeff & Diane Ward

15	 Lenny & Christine Pizzute


Serving in Worship 


September  


Reader 

1	 Laura Conley 

8	 Becky Pataki  	  

15 

22	 

29 


Greeter 

1	 Karen & Ray Tait  

8	 

15	 Judy & John Vleck   

22	 Patty Ondecker  

29


Usher

1	 Steve McCloskey & 

	 Don Spear

8	 Tom Becker & Youth 

	 Group 

15	 Mike Unger & Bill 

	 Wagner & Richard Moore

22	 Kent Downing, Lori 

	 Koehler & Eric Johnson

29


Banker

1	 Shandell Mooney 

8	 Joan Robbins 

15	 Betty Goodwin 

22	 Jim & Liz Six 

29


Flowers 

1	 

8	 Pizzute Family, in 

	 remembrance of 9/11

15	 Beth Haas, in memory of 

	 George & Elizabeth Haas  

22	 Family of Dick Farkas 

29

Worship Attendance

July  	 	 	 August 

7	 54	 	 4	 91	 

14	 83	 	 11	 72

21	 94	 	 18	 88

28 	 73 	 	 25	  -


In our Prayers 
Rebecca	 	 Jaxon 

Marcia 	 	 Bill

Tyler	 	 	 Mia

Joan	 	 	 Chris

Steve	 	 	 Scott

Josh	 	 	 Mike 

Desi	 	 	 Hal

John 	 	 	 Dolores

Gano Family 		 Jon

Marge		 	 Betty

Jean	 	 	 Rob 

Mary 	 	 	 Jojo

Lauren	 	 Liam 

Jim	 	 	 Gles 

Susan		 	 Roseann

Lemon Family	 Lexi

Tom	 	 	 Zephorah

Brust Family	 	 Scott

Engler Family	 Bear 

Bob	 	 	 Glory 

Renata 	 	 Luciano 

Randy		 	 Dick 

Haut Family	 	 Terry

Chilinski Family 	 Tiffany

Vargo Family		 Liam 

Ramnytz Family 	 Nancy 

Hupp Family		 Dave

Linda 		 	 Marsha

Strong Family	 Tonya 

Bridget	 	 Cate

Stephanie 	 	 Keith 


  Youthers  
  Sunday, September 1   

  11am-2pm, No Youthers   

 

  Sunday, September 8 

  11am-2pm  

  God’s Work, Our Hands   


  Sunday, September 15 

  11am-12pm, Open Gym  


  Sunday, September 22 

  11am-2pm, Community    

  Volleyball Game  


Worship Volunteers 
Needed


Is God calling you to serve? 


