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Birdhouse 
  
Just off the back porch of my house sits a big beautiful  
birdhouse. Alex and I spend many hours watching a 
wide-variety of birds perch themselves on the front peg 
for a quick nibble. These birds are all different colors  
and sizes. Some birds come from other states, while  
others come from more exotic parts of the globe. It is  
always fun to think about what brought each bird to our  
particular birdhouse. Are they filling their bellies for a  
long journey ahead, is our yard just a pit stop, or have  
they reached their destination? 

On occasion, we spot a Ruby-Throated Hummingbird hovering over our feeder. Can you believe that 
the Ruby-Throated Hummingbird, weighing no more than a penny, flies to Ohio from South America, 
which includes a 500-mile flight over the Gulf of Mexico? I also love catching a glimpse of the yellow 
Kentucky Warbler, which is usually heard before it’s seen. What a unique sound! Birds of all colors 
and sizes eventually find their way to the birdhouse in our backyard. Each bird has a story about where 
they have been and what they have seen, all of them simply longing to be fed. 

As I gaze upon the abundance of beautiful birds, I think about how Messiah is serving as a kind of 
birdhouse for people. After all, these birds likely come from another area, stay for the life-giving food 
source, and then are on their way. Whether referring to this life or the next, we are all travelers on 
Earth. Like birds, we also all have different backgrounds that tell the story about where we’ve come 
from and what we have seen. Some of us have come to Messiah from different areas of the country, 
others have come from different parts of the world, but we all have made our way here somehow. 
Some of us have left and returned to the church, while others have always been here. Our collective 
stories and diversities are what make this place beautiful. Each Sunday morning, we gather together for 
worship, to be fed with the gifts that Christ offers. This food nourishes our hearts and fills our souls, so 
that we too, can be on our way to whatever destination lies ahead. The church is serving as a birdhouse 
for the world. A place that freely welcomes all and always has more than enough food to share. 

An essential aspect of spiritual maturity is when we begin to see the diversity of the world as beautiful, 
and not feel threatened by it. At God’s birdhouse, the more color, the more marvelous. As we seek to 
build a Christ-like birdhouse, God will lead us. The Holy Spirit will guide us on the instinctual 
migration pattern to a place where our uniqueness is celebrated. When we take the Gospel seriously, 
believe a Christ that saves, and trust a God that provides, then we’ll know that more birds do not equal 
less food for us. In fact, just the opposite is true. When we welcome the stranger, embrace the traveler, 
God replenishes the feeder. When we finally make it to that birdhouse, God will greet us with open 
arms. We are called to receive our neighbor as God receives us: with compassion, care, and love. 

With wings spread,  
Pastor Lucas McSurley  



6:00pm 
- 

8:30pm

Vacation Bible School   
Messiah Lutheran Church is inviting the children of our community to explore where 
God's can take them! Join us for an amazing, out of this world, space adventure July 
15th - July 19th (2019). Vacation Bible School (VBS) is held each evening from 
6:00pm-8:30pm with an optional kid-friendly dinner served at 5:30pm. Open to 
children from age 3 (potty trained) through 5th grade. 

Have a child or children older than 5th grade? We love our tween and teen helpers! 
Have your older children register to be a VBS volunteer. 

VBS includes exciting new music, fantastic science, creative crafts, fun recreation, 
and memorable Bible stories that will help children experience God's love! Our 
mission project for the week focusing on Creation Care, so we will be collecting 
recycling all week long! You’re encouraged to join in and bring your own large 
recycling items leading up to VBS week. 

In order to make VBS successful, we are counting on your involvement and 
participation. We have numerous supply items needed for our craft and science 
stations especially. If you would like to purchase the items directly, you can reach out 
to Cristy Ludrosky. You might also prayerfully consider making a financial contribution 
that will help make VBS possible. 

You can sign-up to register or volunteer by following this link:
 https://tmab.cokesburyvbs.com/MessiahLutheranAkronOH

July 
15-19

https://tmab.cokesburyvbs.com/Messiah
https://tmab.cokesburyvbs.com/Messiah


Over 200 moms are seeking 
a MOPS group 

 in our area!  

The Impact of MOPS  

A Welcoming Place for Moms to Meet Jesus
- A gathering place for every mom, from 
  every background. 
- Offers moms a much-needed break to 
  catch her breath and remind her who she 
  is.

Connects Young Families to our Church 
- Provides encouragement, community 
  sand support specifically for new moms.
- Promotes participation in the local church 
  community.

Encouragement and Hope Shared in our 
Neighborhood

- Positions the church to invite moms who 
  are looking for the type of connection that 
  MOPS provides.  
- Allows moms to become the best version 
  of themselves, for their families and the 
  people in their communities.  

The Benefits of MOPS
Proven Growth Tool

- Enables a genuine and engaging first-
  time church experience.
- Fosters an intentional environment for 
  moms to connect with one another.

Volunteer Led Ministry 
- Provides tools, training and coaching to 
  equip volunteers to lead a MOPS group 
  with confidence. 
- Eliminates the stress of meeting 
  coordination, simply requiring access to 
  church meeting space.

In-Depth Evangelism Training
- Access to mom, leader, children’s 
  curriculum, all based on biblical truth and 
  the story of Jesus.
- Teaches simple, relational-based tactics 
  for communicating the love of Christ.

MOPS Ministry 


We are official! Mothers of Preschoolers is 
accepting registrations now. Moms can go to 
www.mops.org and use the quick 
registration code OPR9 to find our group at 
Messiah. Our meeting dates will be the 2nd 
and 4th Mondays each month through the 
school calendar year. Our first meeting will 
be Monday September 9 from 9:30-11:30am 
in the Family Life Center. This years theme is 
To The Full John 10:10, “I have come that 
they may have life, and have it To The Full.”


If you are interested in leadership, 
volunteering opportunities, or are simply 
curious about this new ministry please join 
the Leadership Team on June 10th at 
9:30am at the Altrichter residence. Please 
contact Jennifer Altrichter at 330-818-1041 
for more information.

Meeting Dates 
September 9 & 23 	 	 January 6


October 7 & 21	 	 February 3


November 4 & 18	 	 March 9


December 9	 	 	 April 6 & 20 


May 4 & 18


https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttp://www.mops.org%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;ust%3D1559070758771000&sa=D&ust=1559070758776000&usg=AFQjCNFPlQpR4mGRu4g9WWGAlq2JbwZVDw
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttp://www.mops.org%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;ust%3D1559070758771000&sa=D&ust=1559070758776000&usg=AFQjCNFPlQpR4mGRu4g9WWGAlq2JbwZVDw


New Member Gathering  
Save the Date! On August 25, following 
worship, we will have our New Member 
Gathering in the FLC. If you have ever 
wondered what it means to be a church 
member, this is for you. Together, we will 
explore Lutheranism and all the unique 
things about Messiah that make us family.

Morning Bible Study 
Every Tuesday, from 10am-11:30am, we 
gather in the Social hall and engage in life-
giving discussions that cover a wide-variety 
of topics. Currently, we are sifting through 
the devotional resource “The Upper Room.” 
Copies are available in the narthex. Join us!   Men’s Bible Study 


The men of Messiah gather on Saturday 
mornings, from 8am-9:30am. Be on the 
lookout for which Saturday in June we plan to 
meet. We enjoy breakfast and fellowship with 
an engaging discussion around an interesting 
topic. The Bible Study men are also planning 
to expand what they do to include service and 
engaging the broader community. This year, we 
will plan on continuing to meet over the 
Summer months. Our June meeting marks the 
beginning of a new topic. So, now is the 
perfect time to join in and grow with us if you 
haven’t before!  

It’s music festival time! On July 20, from 
12pm-8pm, join Messiah as we head to 
Buckeye High School for an all-day event of 
awesome live Christian music. Bands such as 
Lost & Found, Rachel Kurtz, and AGAPE will 
be performing. Tickets are only $15 now, and 
$20 after July 6. Come to find purpose and 
leave ready to serve! If you can’t make it in 
person tune in to 95.5 The Fish. 

New Website!  
Have a look at our new website! Go to 
messiahlutheran.cc It’s still a work in 
progress, but it looks fresh and new, which is 
so exciting! The potential for ministry via the 
website is endless. Soon, our website will be 
your one-stop-shop to get the information 
you need for life together. This will become 
an abundant source of information for new-
comers. Whenever you are at a church event, 
be sure to take lots of pictures so that we 
can put them online. 

Greeter Training  
First impressions make or break the visitor 
experience. We’ll have a training session on 
Sunday, August 4 at 9:00am. Everyone could 
learn some tricks for getting to know people 
and how to connect new comers to others in 
the congregation.  

FreedomFest 


Come celebrate with Green at the 
community’s festival held on June 29, from 
noon to 11pm, at Boettler Park. Admission is 

a school supply that will benefit Green Good 
Neighbors. Enjoy fun, food trucks, and 
fireworks at 10:15pm.   


Youth Lock-In  
Friday, July 26- Saturday, July 27, Messiah 
will hold a youth lock-in from 8pm-8am. We 
are planning to go to an Escape Room 
Friday night, so please RSVP with Pastor 
Lucas. We’ll need adult volunteers to make 
the overnight possible. Get excited! 

http://messiahlutheran.cc
http://messiahlutheran.cc


FLC Visioning Board  
Imagination is most often the biggest 
roadblock for any congregation. 
Exchanging ideas, listening to one another, 
and being exposed to new ways of thinking 
is the only path toward growth and 
success. Imagine a Family Life Center that 
is rented daily, where the cross pollination 
of renters and the Messiah family is vibrant, 
where everyone in the community knows 
Messiah by our outreach and generosity. If 
this vision gets you excited, consider 
serving on our FLC Visioning Board. Last 
year, it was a proud moment when Messiah 
paid off the FLC. Lets keep that momentum 
rolling as we dream about its utilization 
together. Join an initial interest meeting 
Sunday, August 11, at 9:00am in the Family 
Life Center.  

New Road Sign 

We are selling pens and notepads following 
worship and throughout the week ($8 a set, 
$15 for two sets, $21 for three sets). The 
proceeds will go toward our evangelistic 
ministry, especially a new road sign. 
Currently, the Church Council is collecting 
quotes and starting to put together an 
awesome design. We are shooting for 
construction to begin soon. 

Social Media 


Be sure to “like” Messiah Lutheran Church on 
Facebook. And if you like something, “share” it 
because that’s how more people will see our 
page. Also, follow us on Twitter and Instagram. 


Green Good Neighbors 
When we work together to do God’s work, more 
of God’s children are served. You can serve 
Green Good Neighbors Wednesday mornings 
from 8am-noon at Greensburg United 
Methodist. There is always an abundance to be 
sorted and plenty of new friends to meet.

In the hallway leading to the Social Hall, 
Messiah has a bin where we collect lightly used, 
in-season, and folded clothing in trash bags. 
Together, we can make a difference in our co 
community!

Planning Ahead  
Recently, Pastor Lucas has been in 
conversation with a local Estate Planning 
Attorney. Things like writing a will, setting up a 
power of attorney, and getting financially stable 
can bring a lot of anxiety. The best thing we 
can do is be prepared, no matter where we are 
in life. If you share in this anxiety or feel lost in 
this process, please let pastor know and he will 
get you connected. If enough interest is 
generated, we’ll set a time for an attorney to 
speak with a larger group. Being a part of a 
family like Messiah means you don’t have to go 
through the difficulties of life alone.  

Mobile Ministry 
Has driving ever prevented you from 
attending worship or a church event? We 
have a number of people that would be 
more than happy to give you a ride. Odds 
are, someone’s passing your house to get 
here. If you would benefit from this kind of 
shuttle ministry, please let pastor know and 
he will coordinate a ride for you. There is no 
greater feeling than helping a neighbor, 
especially on your way to church.  

Garden Ministry 
Do you have skills and experience with 
gardening? Messiah could use your insight 
and helping hand. We are looking to put a 
garden on our property to provide all God’s 
people with fresh produce. Keep watch for 
our first planning meeting!  



Director of Youth and Family Ministry 
Messiah is in search for a Part-Time Director of Youth and Family Ministry. In Scripture, we hear 
countless examples of familial language when describing God’s chosen people. The Director of 
Youth and Family Ministry is called to foster an environment where we seek to live into our God-
given claim as sisters and brothers under Christ. With a family-approach toward ministry, this 
servant-leader will primarily focus on faith formation, spiritual growth, and the building of healthy 
relationships for Messiah’s youth and families. 


Qualities include: 

	 - Possess a deep-seeded love for God, yourself, and for all youth. 

	 - Willingness to adapt, grow, and continue learning. 

	 - Have basic biblical knowledge and an ability to articulate Lutheran theology.   

	 - Share an enthusiasm for God’s creation by celebrating our uniqueness.   

	 - Appreciate the importance of collaboration and teamwork.  

	 - Able to utilize technology for all communication.


To explore more about responsibilities and compensation, you can speak with the pastor or pick up 
a job description handout found in the narthex. Also, if you have interest in being a part of the search 
committee, please let pastor know. 

Summit For Kids  
The main event is for kids in grades K-12, but help is 
needed by everyone to make it a success! God calls 
Messiah to engage the community. The next Summit 
for Kids event will be on Saturday, August 17 from 
10am - 3pm. Whether we want to volunteer or help 
sponsor make sure you mark your calendars. It's an 
event we do not want to miss!

Akron Pride Festival 
We are called “to do justice, love kindness, and to 
walk humbly with God” (Micah 6:8). Lets walk 
together beside our sisters and brothers, sharing 
the Good News of God’s unceasing love. Join 
Pastor Lucas on Saturday, August 24, from 
11am-7pm at Hardesty Park.  

Camp Mowana 
  
As you may have heard Camp Mowana is 
closing, an ELCA outdoor camp. Please hold 
those connected to the camp in your prayers, 
their last farewell gathering will be the second 
weekend of August. 

Synod Assembly  
The Northeast Ohio Synod recently held a 
moving and educational assembly. Thank 
you to Charlene Saurman for representing 
Messiah. If you’re interested in learning 
more about the voting results, Pastor is 
happy to share more information. You can 
also watch the Synod Assembly via their 
YouTube channel: 


https://tinyurl.com/ybedfhcy


https://tinyurl.com/ybedfhcy
https://tinyurl.com/ybedfhcy


  Youthers  

  Sunday, July 7 - No Youthers   

 

  Sunday, July 14 - 11am-12:30pm 

  Mining for Mission   


 Saturday, July 20 - 12pm-8pm 

 Purpose Palooza


  Sunday, July, 21 - 11am-12:30pm

  Mining for Mission 


 Friday/Saturday, July 26-27 -   

 8pm-8am, Lock-in  


  Sunday, June 28, 11pm-12:30pm


Coffee Collection 
Messiah continues to take coffee donations for Haven of 
Rest. There is a bin under the resource table in narthex to 
place your donated coffee.  

Liturgical Art 


It’s important to keep worship at Messiah fresh and 
exciting. One simple way to make this happen is to use 
our creative juices to transform the sanctuary to parallel 
the given church season. If you have ideas and want to 
lend a hand, you can contact Jennifer Altrichter or Alex 
McSurley to get involved.  

Mining for Mission 
Six-week Summer Learning Series  

Dates 

Sunday, July 14th

11am - 12:30pm


Sunday, July 21st

11am - 12:30pm


Sunday, July 28th       

11am - 12:30pm


Sunday, August 4th

11am - 12:30pm


Sunday, August 11th 

11am - 12:30pm


Sunday, August 18th 

11am - 12:30pm


Topic 

What does it mean to be mission-minded? By exploring our values 
as a worshiping community, we will seek to more fully understand 
how God is uniquely calling Messiah to participate in what God is 
up to in the world. As a congregation, where do we put biblical 
emphasis in defining our mission? What does Luther say about 
vocation? Together, we’ll explore!

Concept 
  
Forming life-long followers of Christ comes down to one thing, 
meaningful relationship. This Summer, join us as we harness a 
collaborative and inter-generational approach toward forming 
disciples. Throughout our time together, we will share, play, create, 
pray, and serve as a unified family. Acknowledging that we never 
arrive, we must lean on one another in this journey of faith. This is 
simply a trial period, so your participation and feedback of the 
experience will be paramount.   

Summer with Psalms 


Over the Summer months, we will focus on the Psalms in 
worship, reading them responsively. When the Summer 
concludes, we will resume with the first and second Scripture 
reading.  



Anniversaries 
July 

5	 Ray & Sandy Walter

7	 James & Elizabeth Six

9	 Brad & Dorothy McGarvey 

	 Dave & Gail France 

	 Chris & Jacki Cain 

10	 Lance & Julie Johnson 

23	 Bill & Sandy Freund 

Birthdays 
 

July 

1	 Mark Saurman  

	 Todd Lilly  

2	 Lori Koehler

4	 Irma Studer

7	 John Zager

	 Dalton Thomas

8	 Tom Becker 

9	 Deloris Anenson

10	 Janis Hughes 

11	 John Vamosi 

	 Karen Tait 

	 Macoy Pizzute 

	 Chris Cain 

13	 Donna Pellikan 

14	 Althea Verble 

15	 Joanne Sankoski

	 Alaina Jackson 

	 John Pellikan 

	 Christian Shover 

	 Luke Ludrosky 

17	 Carrie Gwinn

20	 Amy West 

	 Brook Zager

	 Therese Paul 

21	 Aaron Gwinn

22	 Sean Thomas     

23	 Lenny Pizzute 

	 Tyler Hancock 

	 Jordan Pellikan

	 Lindsey Stennett

26	 Nicholas Cope

28	 Gina Cope

30	 Joyce Leighton

31	 Vincent Peterson

	 Gary Conley  


Worship 
Attendance

June 

2	 72

9	 75

16	 61

23	 72	 

30 	 - 


Serving in Worship 


July 


Reader 

7	 Becky Pataki 

14	 Laura Conley 

21	 James Ensminger 

28	 Kim Sanner 


Greeter 

7	 Becky Pataki 

14	 Ray & Karen Tait 

21	 Brenden Ensminger 

28


Usher

7	 Steve McCloskey & 

	 Don Spear

14	 Youth Group 

21	 Mike Unger & Bill 

	 Wagner

28	 Kent Downing, Lori 

	 Koehler & Eric Johnson


Banker

7	 Shandell Mooney 

14	 Joan Robbins 

21	 Betty Goodwin 

28	 Jim & Liz Six 


Flowers 

7	 Dave & Gail France

14	 Family of Dick Farkas

21

28

In our Prayers 
Lauren           Liam         	 Rob         
Steve            Trevor        	 Jared        
Chris             Annie          	 Arlene       
Kathy            Robert    	 Jeffery

Mitch            Karen 	   	  Larry       
Sue              Arlene        	 JB             
Becky          Alica          	 Mitch          
Paul             Marchs    	 Linda        
John            Richard     	 Carol       
Beth            Keith           	 Bear         
Rhonda       Scott          	 Brenda        
Zane           Jaxon       	 Diane 

Zack           Connie     	 Miriam     

Luis            Gladys       	 Jeanne     
Juan           Bill             	 Marice          
Nancy        Terry        	 Jim 

Bradley Family  


Consider Serving!  
We have a number of 
opportunities to get involved 
on Sunday morning. 
Everything we do at Messiah 
is an extension of Worship, 
so it is deeply important that 
we all fulfill a role that helps 
make Worship 
transformational. Any one of 
our current servers  would be 
happy to share with you what 
their role entails. How is God 
calling you to serve?



July 2019 

   Sunday     Monday          Tuesday        Wednesday      Thursday          Friday           Saturday 
1 2 3 4


Venturing Crew 

7pm

5 6


7 

Worship 10am 


No Youthers 


 AA 4pm&6pm

8 


Warm Up 
Portage Lakes 
10am

9

Bible Study 
10am 


Children of 
Alcoholics 
7pm 


Boy Scouts

7pm 

10


 

11

Steps Beyond 
6pm   


Church 
Council 7pm

12

Property 
Maintenance  
9am  

13

14

Worship 10am 


Mining for 
Mission 
11-12:30pm 


 AA 4pm&6pm

15

Warm Up 
Portage Lakes 
10am 


VBS 6-8:30pm

16

Bible Study 
10am


Children of 
Alcoholics 
7pm 


Boy Scouts 
7pm


VBS 6-8:30pm

17

VBS 6-8:30pm

18

Steps Beyond 
6pm 


Venturing Crew 
7pm


VBS 6-8:30pm


19

Property 
Maintenance 
9am


VBS 6-8:30pm

20

Men’s Bible 
Study 
8-9:30am


Purpose 
Palooza 
12-8pm

21

Worship 10am 


VBS Sunday 


Mining for 
Mission 
11-12:30pm 


AA 4pm&6pm

22

Warm Up 
Portage Lakes 
10am 

23

Bible Study 
10am


Children of 
Alcoholics 
7pm 


Boy Scouts 
7pm

24

Not by Choice 

11am 

25

Steps Beyond 
6pm


26

Property 
Maintenance 
9am


Youth Lock-in 
8pm-8am

27

Youth Lock-in 

8pm-8am 


Escape Room 
9pm 

28

Worship 10am 


Mining for 
Mission 
11-12:30pm 

 

 AA 4pm&6pm

29

Warm Up 
Portage Lakes 
10am

30

Bible Study 
10am


Children of 
Alcoholics 
7pm 


Boy Scouts 
7pm 

31


