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Home 


Sun setting behind the Smokey Mountains with a cold drink in hand. The 

waves smacking the boat with just the right force, it’s as though we were 

floating on the very pastel-colored cloud that’s moving closer in the sky. 

Alex and I recently spent two amazing weeks being refreshed by God’s 

creation in the wilderness surrounded by loving family. Alex’s family has 

been vacationing in the mountains of Tennessee for over 25 years, so we 

know the area well. We ate at all our favorite restaurants and hiked our 

favorite trails. Despite all the fun we had, and despite the relaxation of 

having nothing on the “to-do” list, why is it that at the end of every 

vacation, I’m ready to be home?


There is something deceptive about being on vacation. Once you get past the luxuriousness of it all, it begins to 
sink-in that nothing actually belongs to you. The pillows piled high on the bed are not yours. The hot tub on the 
back-deck belongs to someone else. On vacation, the entertainment is temporary and the excitement is rented. 
Somewhere towards the end of the trip, you begin to realize that you could eat better food, at half the price, 
while reclining in your favorite chair at home. There is something familiar, safe, and comforting about being home 
that cannot be replicated any place else. Often, it takes being away from home to realize just how blessed you 
are to have a “home-sweet-home.”


If I were on vacation and someone rudely shouted at me “go back home,” my reply would be easy to muster. I’d 
simply say, “with pleasure, I like my home better anyway!” However, if that same person told me to “go back 
home” while I was already home, for a spilt second, I would begin to question where I am. I would begin to 
wonder what actually belongs to me. I would second-guess where my home truly is and all of sudden feel totally 
out of place. What was once warm and familiar, would turn cold. The sadness of feeling unwelcome and the 
betrayal of what I thought I loved would crushingly weigh on my shoulders. Eventually, the thought would enter 
my mind that this was just one angry person, and that surely most people understand that this is indeed my 
home. The second that thought crosses my mind, that’s when a larger crowd of people on my street begin to 
chant, “Send him back” over and over. Confused, scared, and abandoned, I’d feel lost as the walls of my home 
appear to be closing-in. While the majority of my neighbors remain silent bystanders as the shouts continue, I’d 
have no idea who to trust or where to turn. This is one of the reasons why racism cuts so deep. To make 
someone feel as though they don’t belong strips the privilege of ever feeling comfortable, familiar, and safe. And 
the devilish irony of it is, unless you’re Native American, shouts of “go back home” can just as readily be 
shouted at all of us.    


Let Christ’s Church be a refuge. Where Jesus stands on the issues of race and immigration is not ambiguous. If 
you want to know “what would Jesus do” simply look at what Jesus did and said. When 5,000 hungry travelers 
approached Jesus, he fed them (Matthew 14). When asked how to inherit eternal life, he answered “you must 
love your neighbor as yourself” (Luke 10:27). It was the Canaanite woman who used the fallen crumbs from the 
table to compel Jesus to show mercy toward the less-fortunate (Matthew 15:21-28). Jesus ate with sinners and 
tax-collectors, those looked down upon by society. Jesus gave us the first and most important commandment 
“to love one another as I have loved you” (John 13:34). The list of examples could go on and on, but how the 
Church must respond to the hurt in the world has nothing to do with interpretation, politics, or citizenship. We 
are called to welcome the stranger. Christ is revealed in the least of these (Matthew 25:40). Our mission to love 
one another is not wishy-washy or luke-warm. It is not selective. It is not reserved for Americans, Christians, or 
people who look like us. Our mission to love one another means to show love for ALL people. This kind of love is 
bold, daring, and steadfast. 


Messiah is a place where all are radically welcome. While you are here, consider yourself home. No one can take 
away your identity in Christ, a beloved child of God. In the arms of Jesus, you are exactly where you belong. No 
amount of hatefulness or intolerance can separate you from the love of God. The Church is a place where no 
qualifications matter, where no documentation is required, and where we are all equally worthy and unworthy at 
the same time. Here, you are loved for being exactly who God has made you to be. 


Welcome home, 


Pastor Lucas McSurley 




MOPS Ministry 


MOPS is just around the corner! Mothers of 
Preschoolers is accepting registrations now. 
Moms can go to www.mops.org and use the 
quick registration code OPR9 to find our 
group at Messiah. Our meeting dates will be 
the 2nd and 4th Mondays each month 
through the school calendar year. Our first 
meeting will be Monday September 9 from 
9:30-11:30am in the Family Life Center. This 
years theme is To The Full John 10:10, “I 
have come that they may have life, and have 
it To The Full.”


If you are interested in leadership, 
volunteering opportunities, or are simply 
curious about this new ministry please ask 
about joining the team. You can contact 
Jennifer Altrichter at 330-818-1041 for more 
information.

Over 200 moms are seeking 
a MOPS group 

 in our area!  

Meeting Dates 
September 9 & 23 	 	 January 6


October 7 & 21	 	 February 3


November 4 & 18	 	 March 9


December 9	 	 	 April 6 & 20 


May 4 & 18


The Impact of MOPS  

A Welcoming Place for Moms to Meet Jesus
- A gathering place for every mom, from 
  every background. 
- Offers moms a much-needed break to 
  catch her breath and remind her who she 
  is.

Connects Young Families to our Church 
- Provides encouragement, community 
  sand support specifically for new moms.
- Promotes participation in the local church 
  community.

Encouragement and Hope Shared in our 
Neighborhood

- Positions the church to invite moms who 
  are looking for the type of connection that 
  MOPS provides.  
- Allows moms to become the best version 
  of themselves, for their families and the 
  people in their communities.  

The Benefits of MOPS
Proven Growth Tool

- Enables a genuine and engaging first-
  time church experience.
- Fosters an intentional environment for 
  moms to connect with one another.

Volunteer Led Ministry 
- Provides tools, training and coaching to 
  equip volunteers to lead a MOPS group 
  with confidence. 
- Eliminates the stress of meeting 
  coordination, simply requiring access to 
  church meeting space.

In-Depth Evangelism Training
- Access to mom, leader, children’s 
  curriculum, all based on biblical truth and 
  the story of Jesus.
- Teaches simple, relational-based tactics 
  for communicating the love of Christ.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttp://www.mops.org%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;ust%3D1559070758771000&sa=D&ust=1559070758776000&usg=AFQjCNFPlQpR4mGRu4g9WWGAlq2JbwZVDw
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttp://www.mops.org%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;ust%3D1559070758771000&sa=D&ust=1559070758776000&usg=AFQjCNFPlQpR4mGRu4g9WWGAlq2JbwZVDw


Men’s Bible Study 


The men of Messiah gather on Saturday 
mornings, from 8am-9:30am. Be on the 
lookout for which Saturday in August we plan 
to meet. We enjoy breakfast and fellowship 
with an engaging discussion around an 
interesting topic. The Bible Study men are 
also planning to expand what they do to 
include service and engaging the broader 
community. This year, we will plan on 
continuing to meet over the Summer months. 
We just began a new topic. So, now is the 
perfect time to join in and grow with us if you 
haven’t before!  

Greeter Training  
First impressions make or break the visitor 
experience. We’ll have a training session on 
Sunday, August 4 at 9:00am. Everyone could 
learn some tricks for getting to know people 
and how to connect new comers to others in 
the congregation.  

New Member Gathering  
Save the Date! On August 25, following 
worship, we will have our New Member 
Gathering in the FLC. If you have ever 
wondered what it means to be a church 
member, this is for you. Together, we will 
explore Lutheranism and all the unique things 
about Messiah that make us family.Morning Bible Study 

Every Tuesday, from 10am-11:30am, we gather 
in the Social hall and engage in life-giving 
discussions that cover a wide-variety of topics. 
Currently, we are sifting through the devotional 
resource “The Upper Room.” Copies are 
available in the narthex. Join us!   

Garden Ministry 
Do you have skills and experience with 
gardening? Messiah could use your insight 
and helping hand. We are looking to put a 
garden on our property to provide all God’s 
people with fresh produce. Keep watch for 
our first planning meeting!  

Rally Day 
 

Join us for a fun morning of togetherness on 
Sept 8 at 9am. We’ll enjoy breakfast and 
fellowship as our regular ministries pick-up 
for the year. Our choir will briefly meet to 
distribute music. We will also share 
information about all the various learning 
opportunities at Messiah. You’re invited to 
bring a breakfast dish to share. See you 
there! 

Mops & Chops


Breakout your recipe book! On Saturday, 
September 21, from 6pm-8pm, Messiah will have 
a fundraising event for our new MOPS ministry. 
Bring your favorite recipes and an appetite! More 
details to come. 

Office Hours 
We are slightly adjusting our church office 
hours. They will now be on Mon, Tues, Weds, 
from 8am-1pm. As always, Pastor Lucas is 
available by appointment anytime.   

Youth Lock-In 
Our July Youth Lock-in has been rescheduled 
to August 9, from 8pm-8am. All are welcome 
to join the fun. Get excited! 

Backpack Blessing 


Bring your school backpack, your work briefcase, 
your cane, your walker, or even your lunchbox to 
worship! We will bless whatever you carry with you 
regularly on Sunday, August 18. We will also bless 
the supplies we are collecting for Hartville Migrant 
Ministries. See below for more info.   



Green Good Neighbors 
When we work together to do God’s work, 
more of God’s children are served. You can 
serve Green Good Neighbors Wednesday 
mornings from 8am-noon at Greensburg 
United Methodist. There is always an 
abundance to be sorted and plenty of new 
friends to meet. In the hallway leading to the 
Social Hall, Messiah has a bin where we collect 
lightly used, in-season, and folded clothing in 
trash bags. Together, we can make a difference 
in our community!

Planning Ahead  
Recently, Pastor Lucas has been in 
conversation with a local Estate Planning 
Attorney, Rachel Dodds. Things like writing a 
will, setting up a power of attorney, and getting 
financially stable can bring a lot of anxiety. The 
best thing we can do is be prepared, no matter 
where we are in life. If you share in this anxiety 
or feel lost in this process, please let pastor 
know and he will get you connected. Some 
basic info is available in the narthex. If enough 
interest is generated, we’ll set a time for an 
attorney to speak with a larger group. Being a 
part of a family like Messiah means you don’t 
have to go through the difficulties of life alone.  

Mobile Ministry 
Has driving ever prevented you from attending 
worship or a church event? We have a number of 
people that would be more than happy to give 
you a ride. Odds are, someone’s passing your 
house to get here. If you would benefit from this 
kind of shuttle ministry, please let pastor know 
and he will coordinate a ride for you. There is no 
greater feeling than helping a neighbor, especially 
on your way to church.  

Coffee Collection 
Messiah continues to take coffee donations 
for Haven of Rest. There is a bin under the 
resource table in narthex to place your 
donated coffee.  

Summer with Psalms 


Over the Summer months, we will focus on the 
Psalms in worship, reading them responsively. When 
the Summer concludes, we will resume with the first 
and second Scripture reading.  

Liturgical Art 


It’s important to keep worship at Messiah fresh 
and exciting. One simple way to make this 
happen is to use our creative juices to 
transform the sanctuary to parallel the given 
church season. If you have ideas and want to 
lend a hand, you can contact Jennifer Altrichter 
or Alex McSurley to get involved.  

Brunch Bunch 


The women of Messiah are getting together on 
Wednesday, September 4 at 11am. We’ll meet at 
Bob Evans, 855 Arlington Ridge E, Akron. We will 
decide then if the first Wednesday of the month 
works best for everyone to meet regularly. All are 
welcome to join us!

School Supply Collection   
Messiah is collecting school supplies for several  
9th grade students connected with the Hartville 
Migrant Ministry. It’s so important that every 
student begins the school as prepared as they can 
be. You can be a part of a student’s success! 
Supplies will be collected until Sunday, August 18. 
Specific items we are collecting include: pencils, 
glue sticks, erasers, washable markers, scissors, 
pencil case, 2 pocket folders, red pens, rulers, 
colored pencils, 1 inch binders, scientific calendar, 
geometry set, yellow highlights, white-out, 
mechanical pencils, and pocket dictionaries. 



New Road Sign 

In memory of Dick Farkas, a few generous 
givers are installing a new road sign out-
front.Take a look at the awesome design! 
We’re shooting to have it up and running in 
September.  

FLC Visioning Board  
Imagination is most often the biggest roadblock 
for any congregation. Exchanging ideas, listening 
to one another, and being exposed to new ways of 
thinking is the only path toward growth and 
success. Imagine a Family Life Center that is 
rented daily, where the cross pollination of renters 
and the Messiah family is vibrant, where everyone 
in the community knows Messiah by our outreach 
and generosity. If this vision gets you excited, 
consider serving on our FLC Visioning Board. Last 
year, it was a proud moment when Messiah paid 
off the FLC. Lets keep that momentum rolling as 
we dream about its utilization together. Join an 
initial interest meeting Sunday, August 11, at 
9:00am in the Family Life Center.  

Summit For Kids  
The main event is for kids in grades K-12, but 
help is needed by everyone to make it a 
success! God calls Messiah to engage the 
community. The next Summit for Kids event will 
be on Saturday, August 17 from 
10am - 3pm. Whether we want to volunteer or 
help sponsor make sure you mark your 
calendars. It's an event we do not want to miss!

Akron Pride Festival 
We are called “to do justice, love kindness, and 
to walk humbly with God” (Micah 6:8). Lets 
walk together beside our sisters and brothers, 
sharing the Good News of God’s unceasing 
love. Join Pastor Lucas on Saturday, August 
24, from 11am-7pm at Hardesty Park.  

Roof & Parking Lot 
Repairs   
Our leadership has been working hard 
gathering quotes from several different 
companies over the past few months. 
Soon, we plan to repair both the roof 
and the parking lot. The combined total 
of these two projects adds up to 
around $14,500, to be taken from our 
Facility Maintenance budget ($6,500 
for roof and $8,000 for parking lot). An 
upcoming Capital Campaign will be 
used for a new roof and new parking 
lot. Our goal is to have these projects 
complete before winter.  



New Website!  
Have a look at our new website! Go to 
messiahlutheran.cc It’s still a work in 
progress, but it looks fresh and new, which 
is so exciting! The potential for ministry via 
the website is endless. Soon, our website 
will be your one-stop-shop to get the 
information you need for life together. This 
will become an abundant source of 
information for new-comers. Whenever you 
are at a church event, be sure to take lots of 
pictures so that we can put them online. 

Social Media 


Be sure to “like” Messiah Lutheran Church 
on Facebook. And if you like something, 
“share” it because that’s how more people 
will see our page. Also, follow us on Twitter 
and Instagram. 


Churchwide Assembly 
During August 5-10, the ELCA Churchwide 
Assembly will take place in Milwaukee. 
Please keep our leaders and those in 
attendance in your prayers as they listen for 
where the Spirit is calling the Church.  

Women of Courage is theme for the 2019 18th 
Biennial Convention of the Northeastern Ohio 
Synodical Women’s Organization. The 
gathering will be October 4-5 at the Holiday 
Inn, Fairlawn. You can notify the Church Office 
for more information.      

New Contact Info 
Bill and Karen Keasling have recently moved 
and a number of people have been asking 
them for contact information. Karen asked to 
share with the congregation her new 
address: 3629 Elmhurst Circle, Uniontown 
OH 44685. Home number 333-595-8004. 

Two Cans One Sandwich  
Head to Chick-fil-a on August 8 with two 
cans of fruit or vegetables from 11am-7pm 
and receive a free chicken sandwich. Cans 
will go to Haven of Rest. Participating 
locations include: Belden Village, Chapel Hill, 
Macedonia, North Canton, and Montrose.  

Amazon Smile 
Did you know that when you use Amazon 
Smile, 5% of your purchase goes to the 
charity of your choosing? Check it out next 
time you shop online!  

Beast Blessing 
Bring you precious pet on Wednesday, 
October 9 at 6:30pm. In honor of St. Francis,  
we’ll have a light snack and bless the many 
pets of every kind outside by our memorial 
garden.  


http://messiahlutheran.cc
http://messiahlutheran.cc


GENEROSITY 

Live generously! A central aspect for what it means to live-out our Christian faith, 
aligned with the teaching of Jesus, involves a radical understanding of generosity. 
Did you know that money is one of Jesus’ most talked about topics in the Bible? 
How we talk about money often shapes how we think about God. There is also so 
much more involved in our call to live generously than finances. While worshipping 
a God of abundance, giving is meant to be a joyful and life-giving experience. Too 
often in the Church we use words like stewardship, duty, and responsibility, which 
typically have guilt and insecurity trailing close behind them. Together, let’s reframe 
our thinking and experience God to the fullest!   

Fall Learning Series 

Sundays, October 13 - November 17


Time: TBA 



Director of Youth and Family Ministry 
Messiah is in search for a Part-Time Director of Youth and Family Ministry. In Scripture, we 
hear countless examples of familial language when describing God’s chosen people. The 
Director of Youth and Family Ministry is called to foster an environment where we seek to 
live into our God-given claim as sisters and brothers under Christ. With a family-approach 
toward ministry, this servant-leader will primarily focus on faith formation, spiritual growth, 
and the building of healthy relationships for Messiah’s youth and families. 


Qualities include: 

	 - Possess a deep-seeded love for God, yourself, and for all youth. 

	 - Willingness to adapt, grow, and continue learning. 

	 - Have basic biblical knowledge and an ability to articulate Lutheran theology.   

	 - Share an enthusiasm for God’s creation by celebrating our uniqueness.   

	 - Appreciate the importance of collaboration and teamwork.  

	 - Able to utilize technology for all communication.


Responsibilities include, but are not limited to: 

	 - Pray for our youth and families. 

	 - Strive to example a Christ-centered lifestyle.

	 - Establish meaningful relationships with the youth and their parents by 

	   supporting their interests and investing in their lives.   

	 - Be an advocate for Messiah in the community and work to ever-expand our family.  

	 - Create, plan, and implement hands-on learning opportunities that seek to 

	   involve a wide-ranging age demographic.   

	 - Work closely with the Pastor to organize and lead mission trips, lock-ins, and 

	   retreats centered around faith formation, spirituality, and/or community service.

	 - Attend moments of learning and step into leadership when needed on Sunday 

	   mornings, and other occasions involving the youth throughout the week.

	 - Encourage and support the youth’s involvement during worship. 

	 - Work closely with the Youth Committee in overseeing special ministry events, 

	   such as, our Christmas Pageant, Adopt-a-Family, Easter Egg Hunt, Vacation 

	   Bible School, Youth vs. Adult Basketball Game, and Confirmation Sunday. 

	 - Reveal a commitment to apply faith formation in the home, reinforcing the idea 

	   that parents are active participants in their child’s spiritual growth. 

	 - Monitor expenditures and approximate a yearly youth budget. 

	 - Recruit and equip adults within the congregation to invest in the lives of our youth. 

	 - Work closely with the Pastor to celebrate our youth’s faith milestones, such as, 

	   Baptism, First Communion, and Confirmation.

	 - Communicate regularly with the staff, keeping them well informed with all the 

	   forthcoming events pertaining to the youth.  

	 - Keep Messiah’s youth and families informed through the use of social media, as 

	   well as using multiple media channels to reach families outside our worship 

	   community. 


To explore more about responsibilities and compensation, you can speak with the pastor or 
pick up a job description handout found in the narthex. Also, if you have interest in being a 
part of the search committee, please let pastor know. 



Birthdays 
 

August 

1	 Carson Shover  

2	 Tania Unger

3	 Pat Ondecker 

4	 Chad Sanner 

	 Nicholas Lees

	 Janet Riddle

5	 Raymond Pellikan 

6	 Haley Johnson  

7	 Marline Holland  

9	 Kyle Wagner  

11	 Paul Suloff

12	 Tyler Anderson 

13	 Tammy Saurman 

	 Michaela Miller 

14	 Larry Anenson 

	 Barbara Howe 

17	 Daniel Graham 

	 Richard Jordan 

18	 Erik Long 

29	 Cheryl Rollence 

30	 Ryan Harley       


Anniversaries 
August 

2	 Kelsey & Aaron Brooker

3	 Mark & Cristy Ludrosky 

6	 Donald & Joyce Starner 

Serving in Worship 


August 


Reader 

4	 Becky Pataki 

11	 Diane Feeman 	  

18	 Kathy Wagner 

25	 Kim Sanner 


Greeter 

4	 Becky Pataki 

11	 Lynda Seiler & Diane 

	 Freeman  

18	 Ray & Sandy Wolter 

25	 Patty Ondecker


Usher

4	 Steve McCloskey & 

	 Don Spear

11	 Tom Becker & Youth 

	 Group 

18	 Mike Unger & Bill 

	 Wagner & Richard Moore

25	 Kent Downing, Lori 

	 Koehler & Eric Johnson


Banker

4	 Shandell Mooney 

11	 Joan Robbins 

18	 Betty Goodwin 

25	 Jim & Liz Six 


Flowers 

4	 Ray & Sandy Wolter, in 	
	 honor of granddaughter. 


11	 Barbara Kepler, in 

	 memory of Lewis Kepler.


18	 Irma Studer, in honor of 

	 grandchildren. 

Worship 
Attendance

July  

7	 54

14	 83

21	 94

28 	  - 


In our Prayers 
   Jon	        	        Rhonda

   Sam	      	        Bridget	 

   Karen                Chris

   Linda	        Mary

   Jenny	        Tyler

   Dennis 	        Gail

   Diane 	        Dennis

   Jaxon	        Joan

   Katelyn 	        Leslie

   Amy 	        Jenny

   Beth		        Betty

   Mark 	        Rob

   Desi		        Glory

   Martha 	        Marge

   Lauren	        Steve

   Jim	 	        Lauren 

   Nancy 	        Connie

   Alex		        Keith

   Liam 	        JB

   John 	        Judy

   Ashley 	        Nathan 

   Scott	        Aaron

   Bear		        Mike

   Pete		        Barbra 

   Jeff	 	        Marcia 

   Glen		        Trevor 

   Shirlee	        Zack

   Allison 	        David

   The Shaffer Family

   The Jason Family   

 

  Youthers  
  Sunday, August 4   

  11am-12:30pm  

  Mining for Mission    

 

  Friday/Saturday, August   

  9th-10th. 8pm-8am, 

  Youth Lock-in  


  Sunday, August 11 

  11am-12:30pm 

  Mining for Mission   


  Saturday, August 18 

  11am-12:30pm  

  Mining for Mission 


  Sunday, August, 25 

  11am-2pm - Open Gym  




1

Steps Beyond

6pm


Venturing Crew 

7pm

2

Property 
Maintenance 
9am

3


4 

Greeter 
Training 9am 


Worship 10am 


Mining fo 
Mission

11-12:30pm

 

AA 4pm&6pm

5 

Voting Setup 


Warm Up 
Portage Lakes 
10am

6

Voting in FLC


Bible Study 
10am 


Children of 
Alcoholics7pm 


Boy Scouts 
7pm 

7

Voting 
Teardown 


Serving at 
GGN, 8-11am


 

8

Steps Beyond 
6pm   


Church 
Council 7pm

9

Property 
Maintenance  
9am  


Youth Lock-in 
8pm-8am

10

Youth Lock-in

8pm-8am

11

FLC Vision 
Meeting 9am 


Worship 10am 


Mining for 
Mission 
11-12:30pm 


 AA 4pm&6pm

12

Warm Up 
Portage Lakes 
10am 


13

Bible Study 
10am


Children of 
Alcoholics 
7pm 


Boy Scouts 
7pm


14

Not by Choice 

11am 


Serving at 
GGN, 8-11am

15

Steps Beyond 
6pm 


Venturing Crew 
7pm


16

Property 
Maintenance 
9am


17

Men’s Bible 
Study (Panera)  
8-9:30am


Summit for 
Kids 
10am-3pm

18

Worship 10am 

Backpack 
Blessing  


Mining for 
Mission 
11-12:30pm 


AA 4pm&6pm

19

Warm Up 
Portage Lakes 
10am 

20

Bible Study 
10am


Children of 
Alcoholics 
7pm 


Boy Scouts 
7pm

21

Serving at 
GGN, 8-11am

22

Steps Beyond 
6pm


23

Property 
Maintenance 
9am

24

Akron Pride 
Festival 
11am-7pm


25

Worship 10am 


New Member 
Gathering 
11-12:30pm 

 

 AA 4pm&6pm

26

Warm Up 
Portage Lakes 
10am

27

Bible Study 
10am


Children of 
Alcoholics 
7pm 


Boy Scouts 
7pm 

28

Not by Choice 
11am


Serving at 
GGN, 8-11am

29

Steps Beyond 
6pm

30

Property 
Maintenance 
9am

31

   Sunday     Monday          Tuesday        Wednesday      Thursday          Friday           Saturday 

August 2019 


