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Spillway 

Rain or shine, February or July, on any lazy Saturday 
morning, you could usually find my brother and I casting 
a line at the bottom of the spillway. There was a dam 
just down the road from where we lived. The spillway 
created a pool of water with a high concentration of fish. 
After their plummet down the spillway, the fish collected 
and began to pile up in the water on top of one another. 
Of course, this made for easy catch and release fishing, 
but at the time, my brother and I thought we were 
professional fishermen.

Oddly enough, the memories of the hours spent fishing at the spillway continued to go through my 
mind as I participated in a seminary course called Theology in the City. We spent the majority of our 
time together visiting ministries that serve the most vulnerable of God’s children. We visited many 
homeless shelters, food pantries, and prisons, all of which were overcrowded and understaffed. One 
of the overarching themes that began to surface for me was how much I have taken my privacy for 
granted over the years. For the fish in the spillway, and for hard-living folks in our neighborhoods, 
privacy is an unfelt luxury.

The image of fish swimming on top of one another at the spillway was on replay as I observed the 
various ministries of the city. Suddenly, a lightbulb went off for me about the church’s role of serving 
those in need. Most often, the church spends its efforts on meeting immediate needs, and providing 
short-term solutions. Of course, we are called to feed the hungry and clothe the naked, but what 
might it look like if we spent some time deconstructing the spillway that created the overwhelming 
need to begin with? If not the church, then who? Who will fix the broken systems in place that work to 
perpetuate economic oppression?

God is certainly at work when we provide a meal, a home, or even a cup of water. But God is also 
present when we standup for equality and demand a change to the status quo. God is at work when 
we engage our local government and voice our cry for compassionate action. When we take a 
holistic approach to our call to serve, God is revealed in new and transformative ways. God has 
provided a lake large enough for all of us to swim comfortably. The issues that we face do not stem 
from a shortage problem, but a distribution problem. We live and serve knowing that God will provide 
all that we need.

I invite you to lean into the liberation that the gospel offers. In the coming months, Messiah will dive 
more fully into our mission. Throughout this exploration, free yourself to give holistically to the 
precious concerns that we hold dear to our hearts. Through this freedom, others will experience the 
fullness of God’s love. Soon, and very soon, “creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay 
and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God” (Romans 8:21). I will meet you at the 
spillway, and together, we will free the fish.

With a casted line,
Lucas McSurley

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?search=Romans+8%3A21;&version=NRSV;&interface=print
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?search=Romans+8%3A21;&version=NRSV;&interface=print


Memorial Day Parade 

Walking and water, two of Jesus’ favorite 
things! The annual City of Green Memorial 
Day Parade, Ceremony, and Car Show is 
Monday, May 27, beginning with a pancake 
breakfast hosted by the City of Green 
firemedics at Fire Station No.1. The Parade 
steps off from the Green High School at 
10am, with a ceremony immediately following 
the parade at the Veterans Park. Then, the 
community picnic and car show follows at 
the John Torok Community Center. Messiah 
plans to maintain our tradition of passing out 
water to those gathered. 


Through God,  
Messiah 

quenches thirst 
with life-giving 

water.

Pentecost Picnic 
Be sure that June 9 is marked on your calendar! Bring a Summer 
side-dish to share after worship as we celebrate another successful 
year of Sunday School. We’ll have games, crafts, and ease into the 
long-anticipated warmth and fun of Summer together. 


Tim’s Farewell 
At our picnic, we will also wish our Youth Director a joyous 
Godspeed as he pursues other life-goals. Messiah has been so 
blessed by his ministry and leadership over the years. Please don’t 
miss the opportunity to express your gratitude for his service and 
devotion to our youth.   


Local Mission  

We’re putting our faith into action this 

Summer! Take advantage of one or

both of these opportunities during the 
week of June 16-22. If labor isn’t in your 
wheelhouse, your presence and support 
is still needed and appreciated. 
Together, let’s roll up our sleeves for 
Jesus.  


On June 16, we will help serve dinner to 
the kids at Rotary Camp. On June 22, 
we will help pack and sort food. 


Sign up in the narthex or email Pastor 
Lucas today! 

Saturday, June 22

8:30am - 11:30am 

Sunday, June 16

6:00pm - 8:00pm

We need your help by donating bottled water! 



Vacation Bible School   
Messiah Lutheran invites children to Explore where God's 
power can take you! Join us for an amazing space 
adventure July 15th - July 19th (2019). Vacation Bible 
School (VBS) is held each evening from 6:00pm-8:30pm 
with an optional kid-friendly dinner served at 5:30pm. 
Open to children from age 3 (potty trained) through 5th 
grade. 

VBS includes exciting new music, fantastic science, 
creative crafts, fun recreation, and memorable Bible 
stories that will help children experience God's awesome 
power! 

Have a child or children older than 5th grade? We love 
our tween and teen helpers! Have your older children 
register to be a VBS volunteer. 

You can sign-up to register or volunteer by following this 
link: 

https://tmab.cokesburyvbs.com/MessiahLutheranAkronOH

MOPS Ministry 


Get excited! A meaningful new ministry is 
coming to Messiah this September, MOPS 
(mothers of preschoolers). Soon, we will 
begin our outreach to Moms in our 
community. Our goal is to nurture fellowship 
and support for Moms through Christ-
centered relationship. The days and times of 
our meetings will be determined soon, but 
they will be held twice a month in the 
morning for the duration of the school 
calendar year. Our leaders will schedule 
three summer events, which will involve the 
Messiah family. If you are interested in 
helping with this ministry or simply have 
questions about MOPS please contact 

The Benefits of MOPS  

Proven Growth Tool
• Enables a genuine and engaging first-time 

church experience.
• Fosters an intentional environment for moms 

to connect with one another.

Volunteer Led Ministry
• Provides tools, training and coaching to 

equip volunteers to lead a MOPS group with 
confidence.

• Eliminates the stress of meeting 
coordination, simply requiring access to 
church meeting space.

In-Depth Evangelism Training
• Access to mom, leader, children’s 

curriculum, all based on biblical truth and the 
story of Jesus.

• Teaches simple, relational-based tactics for 
communicating the love of Christ.Over 25,000 moms are 

seeking a MOPS group!  

https://tmab.cokesburyvbs.com/Messiah
https://tmab.cokesburyvbs.com/Messiah


Synod Assembly 
Notify Pastor Lucas ASAP if you’re 
interested in attending with him!   

St. Luke’s Golf Outing 
The St. Luke Foundation Annual Golf Outing is 
their biggest fundraiser. Held on June 19 at 
Arrowhead Golf Club in North Canton. You can 
support St. Luke’s by donating, volunteering, 
or participating in golf. If there is enough 
interest, Messiah will form our own team. $99/
golfer or $376 for a team of four if we signup 
before May 17. Let Pastor Lucas know you’re 
interested.    

New Road Sign 

We are selling pens and notepads following 
worship and throughout the week ($8 a set, 
$15 for two sets, $21 for three sets). The 
proceeds will go toward our evangelistic 
ministry, especially a new road sign. 
Currently, the church council is collecting 
quotes and the next phase of design will 
take place soon. 

Purpose Palooza 


It’s music festival time! On July 20, from 
12pm-8pm, join Messiah as we head to 
Buckeye High School for an all-day event of 
awesome live Christian music. Bands such 
as Lost & Found, Rachel Kurtz, and AGAPE 
will be performing. Tickets are only $15. 
Come to find purpose and leave ready to 
serve! 

Men’s Bible Study 


The men of Messiah gather on Saturday 
mornings, from 8am-9:30am. Be on the 
lookout for which Saturday in May that we will 
plan to meet. We enjoy breakfast and 
fellowship with an engaging discussion around 
an interesting topic. The Bible Study men are 
also planning to expand what they do to 
include service and engaging the broader 
community. This year, we will plan on 
continuing to meet over the Summer months. 
Our May meeting will conclude the discussion 
of Tom Rainer’s book “I AM a Church 
Member.” So, now is the perfect time to join in 
and grow with us if you haven’t before!  

Social Media 


Be sure to “like” Messiah Lutheran Church on 
Facebook. And if you like something, “share” it 
because that’s how more people will see our 
page. Also, follow us on Twitter and Instagram.  

Morning Bible Study 
Every Tuesday, from 10am-11:30am, we 
gather in the Social hall and engage in life-
giving discussions that cover a wide-variety 
of topics. Currently, we are sifting through 
the devotional resource “The Upper Room.” 
Copies are available in the narthex. Join us!   

Website Upgrades 
Exciting things are on the near horizon with 
our Church website. Stay tuned, more soon!  



Green Good Neighbors 
When we work together to do God’s work, more 
of God’s children are served. You can serve 
Green Good Neighbors Wednesday mornings 
from 8am-noon at Greensburg United 
Methodist. There is always an abundance to be 
sorted and plenty of new friends to meet.

In the hallway leading to the Social Hall, 
Messiah has a bin where we collect lightly used, 
in-season, and folded clothing in trash bags. 
Together, we can make a difference in our 
community!

Coffee Collection 
Messiah continues to take coffee donations for 
Haven of Rest. There is a bin under the 
resource table in narthex to place your donated 
coffee.  

FreedomFest 


Come celebrate with Green at the 
community’s festival held on June 29, from 
noon to 11pm, at Boettler Park. Admission is 
a school supply that will benefit Green Good 
Neighbors. Enjoy fun, food trucks, and 
fireworks at 10:15pm.   


Pastor’s Continuing Ed. 
Generosity Transformed: a conference on 
stewardship held April 30-May 3 in 
Indianapolis. 


The Festival of Homiletics: a conference on 
preaching held May 13-17 in Minneapolis. 

Mining for Mission 
Six-week Summer Learning Series  

Dates 

Sunday, July 14th

11am - 12:30pm


Sunday, July 21st

11am - 12:30pm


Sunday, July 28th       

11am - 12:30pm


Sunday, August 4th

11am - 12:30pm


Sunday, August 11th 

11am - 12:30pm


Sunday, August 18th 

11am - 12:30pm


Topic 

What does it mean to be mission-minded? By exploring our 
values as a worshiping community, we will seek to more fully 
understand how God is uniquely calling Messiah to participate in 
what God is up to in the world. As a congregation, where do we 
put biblical emphasis in defining our mission? What does Luther 
say about vocation? Together, we’ll explore!

Concept 
What’s the first thing we do when we enter the church on Sunday 
morning? Divide. Little ones splinter off into subgroups, while older 
folks gather together in bible study, choir, or chatting around the 
coffee pot. What might it look like to engage in these ministry 
moments together? This Summer, join us as we harness a 
collaborative approach toward forming disciples. This is simply a 
trial period, so your feedback of the experience will be paramount.  



Anniversaries 
May  

2	 Jim & Dianne Yarian

10	 Ladd & Cindy Hughes

11	 Marvin. Renee Lamielle

19	 John & Siobhan Vamosi

21	 Bill & Kathy Wagner

27	 Matthew & Kelly Sanders

Birthdays 
	 

May

 1	 Renee Lamielle

 4	 Elizabeth Sanner

	 Vic MAschmeirer

 6 	 Faye Evans

	 Jess Evans

	 Judy Hentosz

7	 Rick Robbins

	 Benjamin Gwinn

 8 	 Jennifer Hancock

11 	 Joan Robbins

	 Maida White

12 	 James Yarian

	 Ray Tait

13 	 Lyn Gwinn

14	 Michele Shover

17 	 Karen Keasling

	 Alan Stennett

18 	 Clayton Hughes

	 Brook Zager

 24 	 Ryan White

	 Daniel Hentosz

	 Lucas McSurley

26 	 Kay Becker

27 	 Kent Downing

28 	 Gary Walker

	 Diane Jasso

29 	 Richard Schrader

	 Robert Schrader

	 Gail France

 30 	 David Graham

	

Worship 
Attendance

April  

7	 79

14	 94

19	 90

21	 176

28	 74

Serving in Worship 

May 


Reader 

5	 Kim Sanner 

12	 James Ensminger 

19	 Laura Conley 

26	 Becky Pataki 


Greeter 

5	 Dianne Kruger & Alan 

	 Stennett

12	 Brenden & Olivia 

	 Ensminger

19	 Pearl Haefka 

26	 


Usher

5	 Steve McCloskey & Don 

	 Spear 

12	 Tom Becker & Youth 	 	 

19	 Mike Unger & Bill 

	 Wagner & Richard Moore 

26	 Kent Downing, Lori 

	 Koehler & Johnson 


Banker

5	 Shandell Mooney 

12	 Joan Robbins 

19	 Betty Goodwin 

26	 Jim & Liz Six 


Flowers 

5	 Jim & Diane Yarian 

12	 Dick Farkas Family 

19	 Irma Studer 

26	 Bill and Kathy Wagner

In our Prayers 
Bob	 	    Arlene 	 Adam 

Steve 		    Kathy	 Zack 

Marge 	    Marice 	 Debbie 

Chris 	 	    Jeanne	 Brenda 

Betty 	 	    Arlene 	 Eric 

Glory 		    Kathy	 Kathy 

Rob	 	    Juan           Misty

Tom’s Family	   Bill 	            Bear 

Char Family 	    Mitch          Susie 

Terry 	 	    Karen 	 Bridgette

Lauren	    Rob		 Luis 

Liam 	 	    Steve 	 Richard 

Jim 	 	    Chris.        Becky 		    

Nancy 	    Annie 	 Dj

Trevor 	   Terry 	 

Jared 		   Bradley’s 

Marsha 	   Lauren 

Jeanne 	   Lim 

  Youthers 


  Sunday, May 5 - No Youthers 


  Sunday, May 12, 11am-2pm -  

  Regular Youthers Meeting 


  Friday, May 17-Saturday, May 18, 

  8pm-8am - Lock in! 

      - Join us for a night of games, 

        movies, and team-building 

        activities. A list of what to bring 

        can be found on the Youthers 

        bulletin board.


  Sunday, May 19 - No Youthers 

  

  Sunday, May 26, 11am-2pm - 

  Regular Youthers Meeting  


Liturgical Art 


It’s important to keep worship at Messiah fresh and 
exciting. One simple way to make this happen is to use 
our creative juices to transform the sanctuary to parallel 
the given church season. If you have ideas and want to 
lend a hand, you can contact Jennifer Altrichter or Alex 
McSurley to get involved.  



1 2

Women’s 
Retreat 

3

Women’s 
Retreat


Property 
Maintenance 
9am


4

Women’s 
Retreat 

5

Women’s 
Retreat 


Worship 10am

 


 AA 4pm, 6pm

6

FLC - voting 


Warm Up 
Portage Lakes 
10am

7

FLC - voting 


Bible Study 
10am 


Children of 
Alcoholics 


Boy Scouts 

8

FLC - voting 


Not by Choice 

11am

 

9

Steps Beyond 
6pm   


Church 
Council 

7pm


Venturing 
Crew 7pm 

10

Property 
Maintenance  
9am  

11

12

Worship 10am 


Youthers  
11am-2pm


 AA 4pm, 6pm


13

Warm Up 
Portage Lakes 
10am 


14

Bible Study 
10am


Children of 
Alcoholics 
7pm 


Boy Scouts 
7pm

15


 

16

Steps Beyond 
6pm 


17

Property 
Maintenance 
9am


Youth Lock-In 
8pm

18

Youth Lock -In

8am

19

Worship 10am 


 AA 4pm, 6pm

20

Warm Up 
Portage Lakes 
10am 

21

Bible Study 
10am


Children of 
Alcoholics 
7pm 


Boy Scouts 
7pm

22

Not by Choice 

11am

23

Steps Beyond 
6pm


Venturing 
Crew 

7pm

24

Property 
Maintenance 
9am

25


26

 Worship 10am 


 Youthers   

 11am-2pm


 AA 4pm, 6pm

27

Memorial Day 
Parade 


Warm Up 
Portage Lakes 
10am

28

Bible Study 
10am


Children of 
Alcoholics 
7pm 


Boy Scouts 
7pm 

29 30

Steps Beyond 
6pm

31

Property 
Maintenance 
9am

May 2019  

         Sunday	         Monday          Tuesday      Wednesday      Thursday          Friday           Saturday 


